
Legislative process – taking a Public Bill through ParliamentLegislative process – taking a Public Bill through Parliament

Pa
rl

ia
m

en
ta

ry
 B

us
in

es
s 

an
d

 
Le

g
is

la
ti

on
 C

om
m

it
te

e
 (

PB
L)

Pa
rl

ia
m

en
ta

ry
 B

us
in

es
s 

an
d

 
Le

g
is

la
ti

on
 C

om
m

it
te

e
 (

PB
L)

G
ov

er
n

m
en

t 
D

ep
t.

G
ov

er
n

m
en

t 
D

ep
t.

Th
e 

Q
u

ee
n

Th
e 

Q
u

ee
n

P
a

rl
ia

m
e

n
ta

ry
 

C
ou

ns
el

 (
O

P
C)

P
a

rl
ia

m
e

n
ta

ry
 

C
ou

ns
el

 (
O

P
C)

Po
lic

y 
C

om
m

it
te

e
/s

Po
lic

y 
C

om
m

it
te

e
/s

H
o

u
se

 o
f 

C
om

m
o

ns
 /

 L
o

rd
s

H
o

u
se

 o
f 

C
om

m
o

ns
 /

 L
o

rd
s

Parliamentary stagesParliamentary stagesDecision to legislateDecision to legislate Preparation of billPreparation of bill Towards introductionTowards introduction

Submit bid

Aligns with 
government 
priorities?

Is legislation 
necessary?

Yes

Allocate 
provisional slot in 

programme

Finalise 
programme

Announce 
programme at 

opening of 
Parliament

Yes

No

Reject bid

No

Drop in favour 
of other 

emerging bids
No

Create Bill team
Submit drafting 

instructions

Revise policy 
content

Agree draft?

Submit policy 
content

Agree policy 
content?

No

Yes
Agree policy 

content?

Yes

No

Produce draft 
clauses

Comment on 
clauses

No

Explanatory notes

Compatibility 
with European 
Convention on 
Human Rights

Parliamentary 
handling 

strategies

Impact 
assessment

Prepare 
supporting 
papers...

Produce final bill

Yes

Submit for PBL 
Committee 

approval

Assess readiness 
and priority

Drop bill

Yes

Introduction and 
First Reading

Second Reading Committee Stage Report Stage Third Reading
Is passage 

through first 
house?

Select first house 
(Commons or 

Lords)

Repeat main 
stages through 
second house

Yes

No

Both houses 
reach 

agreement

No

 Ping-pong  - 
return to other 

house with 
amendments

End of 
session?

No

Yes

Bill falls

Royal Assent

Yes


	LegislationProcess.vsdx
	Page-1


